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INTRODUCTION
How does God control the world while giving us the freedom to make choices?
Christians have debated this for centuries. If God is in charge of everything, how can our
decisions be real? And if our choices are truly free, how does God make sure His plans
succeed? This paper looks at five ways Christians have tried to solve this mystery:

Provisionism, Arminianism, Calvinism, Molinism, and Open Theism.

WHAT DOES “DIVINE PROVIDENCE” MEAN?
o Divine Providence is a fancy term for how God runs the world and works with our
decisions.
e The tricky part: Balancing God’s control (His plan and power) with our ability to

choose freely (real, meaningful decisions).

PROVISIONISM
What It Teaches:
e God offers everyone enough grace and a chance to believe in Him. The choice is up
to each person.

o People have real freedom to decide whether to follow God or not.



Bible Example:
e John 3:16: God loves everyone and gives everyone the opportunity for eternal life.
Questions People Ask:

e Does this make God less powerful because He doesn’t control who believes in Him?

ARMINIANISM
What It Teaches:
e God gives everyone a kind of grace that allows them to choose Him. God knows what
we’ll do, but He doesn’t force us.
o Salvation depends on God’s foreknowledge of who will choose to follow Him.
Bible Example:
e 1 Timothy 2:4: God wants everyone to be saved.
Questions People Ask:
o If God knows everything in advance, does that mean our decisions are already

determined?

CALVINISM
What It Teaches:
e God is completely in charge. He chooses who will be saved, and those people will
definitely believe.
e People make choices, but even our desires are part of God’s plan.
Bible Example:

e Romans 8:29-30: God knows and chooses people ahead of time to be saved.



Questions People Ask:

o If God controls everything, is He responsible for the bad things people do?

MOLINISM

What It Teaches:

e God knows every possible choice we could make in any situation. Using this
knowledge, He created a world where His plans succeed, and we still have real
freedom.

o It’s like God knew every “what if” and used that to shape history.

Bible Example:

e Genesis 50:20: God turned Joseph’s suffering into something good, even though
people meant it for harm.

Questions People Ask:

e Is this idea too complicated, or does it solve the problem well?

OPEN THEISM
What It Teaches:
e God knows all possibilities but doesn’t know every future choice people will make.
He works with our decisions in real time.
o The future is open and unfolds as we make choices.
Bible Example:
o Isaiah 46:10: Some say this shows God can accomplish His goals even if He doesn’t

know every detail in advance.



Questions People Ask:

e (Can God really be in control if He doesn’t know the future completely?

WHY MOLINISM STANDS OUT

What Makes It Unique:

e Molinism tries to explain how God can be fully in control while also giving us real
choices. God uses His middle knowledge (knowing what we would do in any
situation) to make His plans work out.

Big Question:

e Why would God create people who won’t choose Him? Because the actions of those
who reject Him might inspire others to seek Him. Removing them could stop
someone else from finding faith. It’s all connected.

Personal Reflections:

e God’s love isn’t forced. Real love requires real choices. Even though it’s painful when
people reject God, the possibility of real love makes it worth it.

e Our choices are meaningful, and God’s plan is still good, even if it’s hard to

understand.

CONCLUSION

Final Thoughts
Molinism suggests that God created the best possible world where the most
people have a chance to freely choose Him. It’s not a simple answer, but it respects both

God’s power and our freedom. God’s plan uses all of our choices—both good and bad—



to bring about the greatest good. It reminds us that even when things seem messy, God is
working out something beautiful.
Key Takeaway

God’s love for us is real, and He values our freedom to choose Him. That’s what

makes His plan so profound and worth trusting.
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